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Lyn Kathlene is a senior research associate at the Center for Systems Integration (CSI). Prior 
to joining CSI, she was the founding director of the Colorado Institute of Public Policy 
(CIPP) and professor of political science at Colorado State University.  Dr. Kathlene has 
facilitated research-based stakeholder dialogues; directed numerous community action 
projects; overseen the design and implementation of both formative and summative 
evaluations for state agencies, non-profits, and local governments; and designed and 
implemented citizen participatory planning, policy and planning processes, and non-
traditional policy research methods.  Her research has been published in the top journals of 
political science and public policy, and she has received numerous research and teaching 
awards.  In addition to publications, Dr. Kathlene’s research on livable communities is the 
subject of a NE-PBS documentary Community by Design. Currently, she is writing an 
environmental policy textbook, co-chairs the National Advisory Committee of the 
Leadership for Healthy Communities Initiative at the Robert Woods Johnson Foundation, 
 and is an Advisory Committee member for a National Science Foundation’s Integrative 
Graduate Education and Research Traineeship (IGERT) project on water sustainability.  Dr. 
Kathlene received her M.A. in public policy analysis and Ph.D. in political science from the 
University of Colorado-Boulder.  Her academic appointments have been at Purdue 
University, University of Minnesota (on sabbatical at the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of 
Public Affairs), the University of Nebraska – Lincoln, and Colorado State University. 
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