Colorado Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Implementation Team

Meeting Minutes

September 2, 2009

Present:  Sonia Jackson, Angelia Lawson, Anita Coen, Janet DeGeorge, Pat Doyle, Jewlya Lynn, Ric Durity, Rebecca Herr, Candice Tate, Cliff Moers, Jagruti Shah and Ami Garry

Ric provided an update on the Project Coordinator search.  We have received 5 applicants so far.  The candidates will be screened with the MHCD Human Resources Office for potential applicants for the interview committee to review.  This position has been announced to the public, colleges/universities that has deaf and hard of hearing programs, ADARA Board and other websites such as monster.com, jobing.com etc.  September 7th is the unofficial closing date for applications. 

Jewlya and Anita talked about the draft “Work Plan”.  The plan calls for an environmental scan/research and analysis during the month of September and October and do the networking and partnership at the same time.  Check out the handout: Scope of Work, for the timelines, activities and responsible parties.  Clarify of the plan and the Team’s responsibility to it were discussed. 

Angelia asked if the group would agree to put the Standards of Care Committee on hold until the Coordinator is hired.  The team agreed to put it on hold. 

Group discussed the importance of engaging consumers, families and service providers such as Division of Behaviorial Health Care,  Colorado Association of Alcohol/Drug team, Department of Health Care Policy & Financing, Fort Logan ~Deaf Unit, Aging Services, Child Welfare and professionals working with deaf and hard of hearing population

There are two groups of stakeholders:

1) Policymakers and representatives of systems ~ how they will change/influence policy/standards

2) Individuals/audience ~ how they see the system/their views of systematic changes

Last year’s research and survey were focusing on the needs/problems with the mental health services here in Colorado; this year, the team is already aware of the needs and will be more focused on resolutions and meeting the needs.

Anita showed an example of flowchart on Parent Education (who/target/action/outcome) and how it will apply to our action plan and it will be for internal use only.

A half-day retreat on first Wednesday in November is recommended.  Jewlya would like to present information from her environmental scan to the Team during the retreat and for the Team to determine what work/priorities they would like to accomplish during the SSUF grant period.  The Team is in favor of it.  It will be from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 4, 2009, at MHCD.    
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Anita talked about the evaluation plan and would like to have at least 3 more people to serve on the Evaluation Committee.  Cliff will invite the members of the CCDHH Mental Health and Substance Abuse Task Force and assist Anita with recruiting new members.

Cliff asked for opinions on the project title “ Statewide Behavioral Health System Development.”   Some felt it was too broad and unclear for the outsiders and some felt it fits internally.  Some suggestions were made such as the Colorado Access Project and Deaf and Hard of Hearing MHSA Systems Project.  Other words that appeal to the Team are:  capacity, access and statewide.  Due to the timing, the group decided to email Cliff with ideas of title for this project and will  again at the October meeting. 

Cliff will distribute the updated contact information of the MHSA Implementation Team members and Project Staff via email this week.

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 am and the next meeting will be on Wednesday, October 7, 2009, at 9:00 a.m. 

